
May 20, 2022

Council Member Kathie Tovo
City Hall
301 West 2nd Street
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Councilmember Tovo,

We are the Parish Pastoral Council at St. Austin Catholic Church located at 2026 Guadalupe Street. We have
been following the discussions on the new Capital Metro Orange Line, which is proposed to be built to run a
north/south route through Austin, including along Guadalupe Street and the University of Texas (UT) Campus.

While we recognize the benefits of mass transit and the need to serve an ever-growing population around the
UT Campus, we have some concerns we’d like to bring to your attention.

Traffic Flow
Our main concern is impeded traffic flow as a result of the proposal to redirect traffic from Guadalupe Street
to Nueces and San Antonio streets along with making the traffic two-way on these streets from 29th Street to
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd (MLK).

● Currently San Antonio is one way going north of MLK, while Nueces is a one way going south.

● In recent years, the intersection of San Antonio and MLK has become very congested and difficult to
navigate during the morning and around lunch-time.

● There are a significant number of cars trying to access The Otis Hotel, our parking garage, other
churches, businesses, and multi-story residences along San Antonio and the fast-food restaurants on
the south side of MLK.

● St. Austin is building a new school and office facilities on the corner of 21st Street between Guadalupe
and San Antonio.  The school is to be opened in the fall of 2023, and a new 29-story student housing
facility with parking is to be completed by the fall of 2024. It will add 900 more residents in the area.
San Antonio is the main access street for these facilities.

● When our school returns to this area, it will have regular traffic weekdays at 8am and again at 3:30pm
that will tend to back up traffic on San Antonio between 21st Street and MLK. We currently have 200
students and plan to grow to 400 students.  We expect that most parents will be dropping off and
picking up their children.

● Additionally, traffic will increase even more during football season and other major events for UT due
to additional traffic around campus and at The Otis Hotel.



Moving traffic from Guadalupe to San Antonio and Nueces without an in-depth evaluation could cause
additional problems. Other streets may be more suited to convert to two-way traffic. There are intersections
along MLK that already have traffic lights to assist with flow, such as Rio Grande.  This street easily goes all the
way from 29st Street to downtown, whereas San Antonio and Nueces do not.

Access to Worship Spaces
Access to our church sanctuary is primarily on Guadalupe Street. We need people to be able to access the
front of our church from Guadalupe, especially those with mobility issues, and vehicles necessary for
weddings, funerals and other special church services. We average around 68 baptisms, 27 weddings, and 23
funerals per year. Additionally, we have 5 Masses every weekend and many of those Masses each have more
than 300 worshipers attending.

More consideration needs to be given to how traffic will flow along Guadalupe to allow for people to be
dropped off and picked up in front of our church as well as in front of other churches and businesses. We are
planning to improve access from the alley at the back of our buildings, but this cannot be our only access
point.

Pedestrian Safety
Another concern is safety for east/west pedestrian traffic. In the Project Connect community meeting, project
leaders mentioned the need for pedestrian safety on Guadalupe.  Student pedestrians don’t just cross
Guadalupe.  They are crossing Guadalupe from campus and continuing west into the West University
neighborhood. Cars speed up the road and do not always come to a complete stop at the stop signs.  Many
times, operators of electric scooters ignore stop signs altogether.  There is as big a concern for pedestrian
safety on San Antonio, and on other streets west of campus, as there is on Guadalupe.

There is no doubt that Project Connect and Capitol Metro believe in the benefits of the Orange Line. They
believe that people will use it to drop their children at our school and to attend Mass rather than drive. We
have hope that a few may do this.  However, the members of our church come from all over the greater Austin
area. Many do not live near a light rail station. While we anticipate some parishioners will start using the
Orange Line, we expect most will still choose to drive to St. Austin and park in our facilities. 

We recognize that there are many factors to consider when installing mass transit and trying to improve
mobilization of Austin.

We encourage the Project Connect team and Capital Metro to seriously look at how the proposed change to
traffic flow will impact the neighborhood west of Guadalupe and work closely with University Area Partners,
churches, businesses and residents to come up with a solution that works as best as possible for everyone. 
These organizations and residents know the most pressing traffic issues and can be a beneficial resource to
helping to solve a very complex problem.  

Sincerely,

Josie Barrett
Chair
St. Austin Parish Pastoral Council


